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ceased to cherish her principal object, namely, to found a branch 
of the Red Cross Association in the United States and so to 
broaden its scope that it would care not only for the victims of 
war but for every sort of distress which is likely to afflict a nation. 
When official support came slowly, she was not discouraged. 
She must have known that for the most part the official mind is 
fashioned by the pressure of tradition. The world outside had 
overtaken her, and she was certain that her native land would 
soon take its place with the progressive states of Europe. It was 
in 1882 that she saw her endeavors crowned with success. A 
slight acquaintance with events since that date shows the praise- 
worthy activity of the association which she introduced into 
America and improved for humanity. 



Christopher Columbus. By Mildred Stapley. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1916. Pp. 240. 

This attractive little volume is one of a series whose avowed 
purpose it is to "tell the life stories of Americans who have 
achieved greatness in different fields of endeavor." The authors 
of this series are such only as "have shown that they have an 
appreciation of what makes really good juvenile literature." 
The story of Christopher Columbus, the greatest American by 
adoption, certainly was written with such an appreciation; it is 
presented in a style that must prove attractive not only to the 
younger but also to the older readers. It breathes the spirit 
of truth and presents in their proper light the various legends 
that had been included in every life of Columbus until the more 
scientific criticism of the last decades showed them to be without 
a foundation. The story of the Discoverer is told vividly and 
with a sympathy that we would fain have had the Great Admiral 
himself experience. 

The first chapter introduces the reader to Granada on the 
day of its conquest by Ferdinand and Isabella, the day of the 
promised royal audience for which Columbus had waited almost 
seven years. With the interest thus aroused, the necessary facts 
of his youth, his life as a sailor, his love for the sea, rumors about 
"lands in the west," the growing project in his mind, the encour- 
agement received, and the many, many disappointments before 



BOOK REVIEWS 239 

succeeding are pictured in such a way that each page adds to 
the interest and sympathy aroused in the reader. The great 
day finally arrives on which Columbus starts in quest of these 
"lands in the west," not of a new route to India as the popular 
legends would have us believe. But the goal has not yet been 
reached. Days, weeks, nay months of hope and despair must 
still be endured by the fleet of three ships, the largest of which 
is only twenty-five feet in width. Daily the signs of hope are 
noticed only to be followed by a keener disappointment, until at 
last land sighted dispels all rebellious thoughts and gloomy 
faces. After the Admiral's own ship had been wrecked through 
the faithlessness of his men, the return voyage was commenced 
and accomplished with extreme hardships. Now the Discoverer 
of a New World enjoyed his only real triumph. His subse- 
quent life is told in a manner that excites still more the com- 
passion of the reader. Columbus made a second and a third 
trip, remarkable mainly for the disappointments and hardships 
suffered, and for his return from the discovered territories, 
where he had been deposed and stripped of all power, in 
cruel chains. Popular feeling removed these chains, but further 
it would not go. The royal pair, indeed, remunerated him 
munificently but could not keep the promises he had exorbi- 
tantly demanded and had received before sailing for the first 
time. He made a fourth trip with a broken heart, received fur- 
ther cruel treatment on the part of the Spanish colonists, met 
hardships innumerable, and returned a weak old man to spend 
his last days unknown and uncared for. His death, May 20, 
1506, "passed unheeded" by all Spain, and thus ended the life 
"whose results were more stupendous than those of any other 
human life ever lived." 

Throughout this story, which is true history with all the 
interest of a lively narrative, the purpose of the volume is kept 
well in mind, and facts are mentioned in a way that cannot but 
leave an impression on the youthful mind and convey to it at 
the same time the wholesome lessons that the lives of all great 
men teach. 



